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Fs Oath of the Church-wardens and Sib men. 


F Ou ſhall Swear that you, and every one of you 
will diligently enquire, and true Preſentment 
K..,- of all ſuch Perſons within your Pariſh as have 
offended againſt the Tenour of any of theſe Arti- 
cles, colleted gut of His Majeſties Bfclefiaſtical 
Laws, and over} you in Charge. You (hall not 
Preſent any Perſon out of Malice or Il|-will ; nor 
ſpare any out of Fear, Favour or AﬀeCGtion. 


So help you God ;, and by the Contents of this holy Book, 
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ARTICLES 
OF 
Vistrarion and ExqQuizy 


Within the | 
D41OCESE of RKOCHESTER 


Street... ls _— CO 
——_—_ 


TITUL. I. 


yk. concerning the Church, its Poſſe effaos 08s, Orna-' 
ments, &c. 


" S$ pour Church o2 Chappel, thith the Chancels thereof; in fuffict- 

ent repatr, as becomes the houfe of Gcd ? Are the Roofs well co- 

vered, the Windows well glazed, the Flozs well paved, and'is your 
Steeple in nod repatr, and the Bells kept in god oder ? 

H. ARE the Ten Commandments, the Lozds Peayer, the Creed, 
and certain choice Sentences of Scripture, as alfd rhe Kings/ Arms; 
ſet up itt convenient Places in your Church ? And are there any that 
refufe to pay their P2zopoztion of the Lebies made fo2 the repatr of 
the Church, and other uſes requiſite and accuſtomed'? 

y. HAVE you a Font of ſtone fo: Baptiſm, and is it fet in the 
uſual-plare ancientlp appointed fo2 it 2 Pabe pou a bandfome Com- 
munion-Table, conveniently placed foz the Celebzation of the Ko2ds 
AUupper ? Yabve you a Carpet of Silk oz other decent Stutfe to cover 
it withal in time of Dtbine Service 3 anda fair Linnen Cloth to be 
lapd upon the ſame when the Poly Communion is adminiſtred? And 
doth your Perton-02 Clark remove = careleſs and irreverent people 
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2 . _ Articles of Viſitation. 
as are apt to fit upon the Poly Table, 62 otherwiſe abuſe it in time- 
of Divine Service ? Pave you a Cup and a Cover of fflver foz the 
Confecrated Bzead and Wine ? And have you a decent Flagon of 
ner v2 purer Petal ? and are they kept always very clean foz that 
bole U ele p4} . WO, Sos 

Iv. ARE your Reading-pew, and Pulpit well maintained, and 
placed with the beſt conbentency fo2 publick Pzayer and Sermons? 

V., HAVE pou a fair ible of the largeſt Uolume, and the 1aft 
Tranllation allowed by Authozity ? Pave you a BUk of Common- 
P2ayer accoeding to the laſt Art of Parltament foz Uniſozmity of pub- 
lick Pzapers ?. Pave pou the 15owk of Yomilies allowed by Authozity, 
the 1B30k of Canons made in the Synod beld in the Pear of our Lozd 
1503, and the pzinted Table of the Degrees p2obibited in Marriage ? 

VI. HAVE you a Parchment Regiſter-)8ook to regiſter the ſe- 
veral Chriſtenings, Warriages, and Burials which bappen within 
pour Pariſh ? Are they regiltred therein fairly and difttnctly aſſoon as 
conveniently can be, after the reſpective Dffices perfo2med by pour 
Pinilter-?-and- 1s there a Tranſcript thereof returned once at leaſt 
every year into the Dzdinary's Publick Regiſtry? Pave you a Book 
to ſet down the Names of ſuch Strangers as pzeach m pour Pariſh ? 
Pave you a ſtrong Cheſt with rhzee Locks, wherein to pzeſerbe pour 
Church-Furniture, .and the like Alms-Wox fo? the Pooz ? Yave ypcy 
alſo a large and decent Surplice fo2 pour Piniſter to wear in bis pub- 
lick Wintſtrations ? 

VIE. ES pour Church-pard ſufficiently and well fenced ? Are there 
any encroachments oz Nufanccs upon tit ? Dz habe there any Trees 
belonging:to it, been cut down, and by whom ? 

VIII. 1S pour Parſonage oz Wicarage-Douſe, and the Dut-houſes, 
as alſo the Gardens, Dzchards and Fences belonging to the ſame, fn 
good ſufficient repair ? Pave you a true Terrar of all the Glebe- 
Lands, Tenements, and other Revenue twhatſoeber belonging to 
Pour Church ? and is there atrue Copp of it bzoug4t into the Biſbops 
Regiſtry ? Yab2 anp of the ancient Glebe-Lands belonging to pour 
Church been encroached upon; taken away, 92 elſe exchanged without 
fuch conſent of Parties, and Licenſe as 1s required by the Law ? 


TIT. 


Articles of Viſitation. 3 
TIT, II. EEE, 
Enquiries concerning the Miniſters of the Reſpe&jve Pariſhes. 


S your Parſon, Urcar, oz Curate, a Piteli o2dained accozding to 
the Laws of the Church and Kingdom ? Path be ben legallp in- 
ſtituted and inducted into his Benefice ? Did he, within two Mo* 
neths after his Induction, read the XXXIX Articles in time of Df- 
bine Service, in pour Church, and publickly declare bis Aﬀſent there- 
unto ? 
DAoC HA 1H be read the Bok of Common-Pzayer, and declared 
publickly bis Aﬀent and Conſent to the uſe of all things in that 
ook contained, within the time limited, and in the manner pzefcrt- 
bed in the Act of Parltament laſt made foz the Unifozmity of Publick 
P2ayer, and Pzinted in the beginning of the Book of Common-« 
P2ayer ? And hath he publickly read in your Church a Certificate of 
bis habing ſubftribed a Declaration of the Unlawfulneſs of taking up 
Arms againft the King 5 of his Confozming to the Liturgy of the 
Church 5 and of bis Diſabowing the unlawful @Dath commonly 
called. The Selemn League and Covenant, within ſuch time, and in 
ſuch manner as is further required by the ſaid Act ? 

Il. HATH he obtained, oz is he vehemently ſuſpected to have 
obtained his Benefice by Ponep oz other Stmoniacal Compact ? Js 
be a ma'1 of fober, chaſte, honeſt and peaceable Life ? Spare not to 
p:eſent him if he be in any way ſcandalous, oz of a-Converſation not 
.becoming a Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

IV. Doth he endeavour to keep andmaintain Peace and Love a- 

mong bis Netghtozs, as much as in him lies 2+ Dothhe alſo by dif- 
creet Applications (accozding to bis oppoztunities and Talent) en- 
deabour to reduce PopiÞ Recuſants, Dectaries, Separatiſts and re- 
fractozp perſons from their Errozs > offering hiniſelf (07, if he ſind 
not himſelf fo able, ufing the afſiſtance of ſome G2zave and Learned 
Divine of the Netghbourbood)) to conler with fuch, . in ozder to baing 
them into the boſom of the Church ? 

V.DOTH he inthe Celebzation of Divine Service, Winiſtring 
the one and the other Sacrament, Uifiting the fick, Wurying the . 
dead, and in all other Rites and Dffices of the Chureb, uſe the bole 
Fo:ms of Pzayer pzeſcribed by Authozity, without Dmiſſion, Addi- 
tion o2 Alteraticn 2 Moze eſpecially, doth he read the Litany on 

eberp Sunday OY the year, at the Mozning: Service ? he "Y 
WW 


| Articles of Viſitation. 
be read the Litany likewiſe on ebery Wedneſday and Friday thzough- 
out the Pear publickly in bis Pariſh-Church ? Doth be perfozmall 
his Viniſtrationg with Decency, Gzavity, and Reberence, wearing. 
bis Surplice with a Pcod (ithe be a Gzaduate in the Univerſity) as 
he is directed by Authority and the laudable Cuſtomes of the 
Church ? 612 ; 
vI. DOTH he adminiſter the Communion (at leaſt give notice 
of his readineſs and deſire todo it) ſo often in the year, that Debout 
people may not want oppoztunities to receive it at other times be- 
ſides the uſual ſolemn Feſtibals ? And doth he, when he warnes a 
Communton, on the Sundap oz Poliday befoze, read: one of thoſe 
Exhoztations, as he ſees cauſe, which are fitted fo2 that occaſion in 
_ the laſt Edition of the Common-Pzayer-1Bock ? | 
VIE DO TH headminiſer Poly Baptiſm in publick and pivate, 
as occaſion requires, with due Reverence, obſerving in all Circum= 
ſtances tie Fozms and Directions pzeſcribed by the Church 2? Is be 
watchful that no Infant in danger want'it by 'hig abſence oz delay 2 
Dothhe earneſtly exhozr, that Infants, where weakneſs doth not hin- 
der, te bzought to publick Beptiſin in the Ghurch > Dotb he baptize 
any. withour Godfathers and Godmothers.? @2 doth he admit any 
perſon to anſwer -as ſuch, that have not received the holy Commy* 
nion ? | 34 
- VIIE.IS he readp and watchful to-viſit the (ick tpon-all. occaſfons, 
of what Condition or Perſwaſion forever they be > Doth he Pzap 
with, Comfozt and Exhozt them in ſuch manner as beſt ſuits with 
therr capacities and needs ? And does he offer them and gibe them 
his aſſiſtance as frequently as the weakneſs of their Condition will 
admit of him 3 making up, as muchas lies in him, all their bzeaches 
of Charity with others and exhozting ſuch as are able to wozks of 
Piety, and Relief toz the Pooz. | 
IX. IS be ſober, painful and. frequent in bis Pzeaching 2 And 
doth he, being Licenſed, and having no Jmpediinent, pzeach one 
Sermon every Sunday in the Pear, 'in bis own Cure, oz in; ſome c- 
ther near adjoyning, not venting any thing in his Sermons that is 
new-fangled o2 ſeditious? Doth he read: ſome one of the Þomilies 
appointed, when-there happens to be no Sermon ? And doth be read 
the Canons once a Pear, as isdirected? _ | 
X. DOTH he teach the Church-Catechifme to the pounger fort 
vi his Pariſh, upon each Lozds Day, in the Afterncon, immediate* 
ly after the Second Leſſon in the Ebening-Service 3 caufing-ſome 


Chil- 


| Articles: of Vifitation. if 
Childzen of both Sexes (efpecially thoſe of bis own Famfty, ifhe 
have any ſuch) to anſwer audible, and to attend diligently ſuch parts 
of the ſaid Catechiſme as be, in bis diſcretion, ſail ſee cauſe to fn» 
culcate to them, oz others ? Dothbe give notice ofall Faſting-days 
and Dolidays on the Sunday befoze thep happen £ And doth he go 
in Perambulation about your Pariſh, uſing the Pzayers and ThankſC- 
gibing accuſtomed in the Rogation-Week ? | 

X1], ['S your Parſon 02 Uicar Reſident uy&2 bis Benefice ? oz, if 
bis Reffdence be Legally diſpenced with, is the Cure ſupplyed by a 
Curate that is appzobed of and licenſed by the Biſhop ? And hath 
fuch Curate a ſufficient, plentiful Allowance in pzopoztion to the va* 
lue of the Libing £ And if he be Reſident, and keep a Curate, doth 
be, notwithſtanding, himſel?, at leaſt once a Woneth, read Come, 
mon-P2ayer openly in pour Church and take occaſion, himſelf to 
adminiſter both the one and the other Sacrament not unfrequently 
amorg you ? 

X10. HATH pour Parfon, Uicar oz Curate jopned any Couple in 
Parriage in any Pzibate houſe at an bour not Canonical, oz within 
the pzohtbfted rimes ? But mot eſpecially, hath be married any with 
out having thetr Banns publiſhed there ſeveral Dundays 62 Polidays., 
not having ſpectal Licenſe oz Difpenfation fo todo ? 

XHI. D OT H pourParifh maintain a Lecturer « Js he Licen- 
ſed by the Biſtkop ? Dath be done in all things as is required by the 
Att of Parliament foz Unifozmity of Publick Pzayers? Doth be 
read the whole Service appointed foz the Trme of the Dap, upon the 
firſt Lecture-day of ebery Woneth, Wearing a Surplice ? Dotb be 
teach any thing that is new-fangled oz ſedittous, tending to beget 
in the People a Di* ike of the Gobernment eftablih2d, o2 of- thoſe 
whoare fet ober us, either in Church oz State ? 


—c —_ 


T I T. IE. 


Enquiries concerning the Pariſhioners. 


H% pou anp in cir Pariſþ, who wilfully and without latofirl * 
Impediment, abſent themſelbes from your Church oz Chappet, 
not refozting to Divine Service and Sermons, on every Loz2ds 
Day, and other Polidays appointed by Authozity ? 


WL ARE 


"+ Articles of Viſitation. | 


'L.ARE there any that occupy themſelves in their uſual Trades. 
02 daily Labours on thoſe daps > eſpecially Uintners, Uictuallers and 
Alehouſe-kepers, that miniſter to Tipling and Gaming in time of 
Divine Service, to the great repzoach of our Cheiſtran P2ofeſſion ? - 

- II. D © pour Pariſþtoners behave themſelves reverently (Wen: 
and Pouths being uncovered.) and giving due attention to all the 
parts of Divine Service and Sermon? Are there any that do diſturb 
- Poly duties by talkingpalking, going out of the Chyrch, o2 other- 

tiſe behaving themſeives rudely and offenſibelp ? mY 
IV. ARE there any above the age of fixteen years in pour Pariſh, 
and efpectaily ſuch as bave been inſtructed in the-Church Catechifme, 
| andconfirmed by the Brihop, that do not come to the Lozds Supper, 
+ ,z partaking of it reverently thze times in the Pear at the leaſt, the 
Feaſt of Eaſter, oz the time thereabouts, being one? ol 

V. ARE there any in your Pariſh that -k&p their Childzen bn« 
baptized ? Are there any Parents o2 WPaſters of Families that reſuſe 
to ſend their Childzen o2 Servants to be tnſtructed-by pour Miniſter, 

mn the Church-Catechiſme every Sundap tn the Afternoon ? Are 

there any Poptſh Recuſants oz Sectartes that kep pzibate Conbenti- 
cles in their own Youſes, oz eifewhere? UWrhat are their Names 
that do cfend in any of theſe Particulars? 

VI. DO all Women that are ſaſely delivered in Chtild-birth, come 
to the Church in due-time, to partake-in the Dffice of Thankſgiving 
appointed foz ſuch Decafions.? Do any in your Pariſh refuſe to burp 
their dead accoeding to the Rites of the Church of England? :D2 have 
they carried them away to ſome other Place without Certificate from 
pour Miniſter .? - Pzeſent their Names that bave offended herein. 

VIE ARE there any Wills oz Teſtaments of Perſons deceaſed in 
your Pariſh, not_p2obed, o2 any Gods of Perſons dying inteſtate, 
adminiſtred without Lawful Authozity * Are there any Legacies 
given to your Church, oz other pious uſes, perverted oz concealed ? 
What are thoſe Legacies, and by whom abuſed ? 

VIII. ARE there any in your Pariſh that live in Adultery 
o2 Foznication > Are there any Blafpbemers of Gods Yoly Name, 
Depzabers and Impugners of the Chziſtian Religion, oz the publick 

- Wozlbip eſtabliſbed by Law among us> Common Swearers, Com- 
mon D2unkards, Inceſtuous Perſons, Perfons joyned in Parriage 
within the degrees pzohidited 5 Sorcerers, oz Kefozters to Witches 
v2 Dozcerers ? 
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T-41:&. IV. 


Enquiries concerning Church-Officers and other Perſons, 


LTFJATH there any Stranger not Lice zſed to peach, peachcd 
im your Church upon any occaſion 7 Fabe there any perſons 
excommunicated ben buried in your Church oz Church-Pard ? 


IT. DOTH pour Pariſþ-Clerk oz Sexton do his Duties diligent* 
Iy ? Is be ofan boneſt Life and Converſation? Js be full 2: years 
of Age © Can he wzite and read ? Doth be bear his part in anſwering 
at the Pymns, the Lrtany, and other Reſponſes in the Liturgy? * 
Path be been choſen by your Miniſter, and is he paid the accuſtomed 
Wages and Dues of his Place ? 


I. DO anyin your Pariſh teach any publick o2 pztbate School, 
o2 inſtruct the Child or Childzen of any Perſon in any Family, not 
being duly Licenſed thereunts ? 2 berng fo Licenſed, doth be bzeed 
up bis Scholars religiouſlp, teaching them the Catechiſmes allowed 
by Authozity ? 


IV. DO any in pour Pariſh pzactiſe Phyſick oz Chirurgery, 2 
tbe Dffice of a Midwife, without the appzobation and Licenl e of ye 
D2dinary ? 


V. ARE pou the Church-wardens choſen by the Conſent of your 
Miniſter and Pariſhioners, accozding to the uſe and cuſtom, of the 
Pariſh ? Pave the laſt Church-wardens giben up their Accompts,and 

the Boney (if an?) remaining in their hands? And are thoſe Ac- 
compts allowed of, and paſſed accozding to the cuſtom and manner 
of the Pariſh * 


VI, HAVE pou oz anp of pour Pariſh ben cited vexatioufly, oz 
upon frivolous pzetences, into any Eccleſiaſtical Court oz Conſiſtozy 
in this D:oceſe ? PYabe you oz any other, being to be examined as 
Witneſſes in any Cauſe depending tn the ſaid Court, and habing 
Day ſet and aſſigned by the Judge of the ſatd Court fo2 your Examit- 
nation, ben delated oz put off by tie GLNINOeT | ? Pave you, 02 any 
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pour Parith paid any other oz greater Fees, at any time, to any per 
fon belonging to the ſaid Court, then ſuch as are allowed of by the 
Table of Fees ratified in the Pear ofour Lozd, 5972 Js the ſaid Table 
fet upin a convenient place fo2 publick view, in the Confiftozy-Court, 
and in the Regiſters Office of this Dioceſe ? And have pou, oz any 
other been refuſed the Peruſal, oz a Copy of the ſaid Table ? Do you 
know of any Officer belapging to the ſaid Court, that does abuſe his 
Place by Cozruptton{Ertoztion, by demanding G2atuities, oz Fees 
fo2 Erpedition, oz by any other way aggrieve and give juſt cauſe of 
complaint to his Pajeſties Subjects? Pzeſent their Names, and 


the Particulars wherein they have offended, 


The Miniſter of the Pariſh may joyn with the Church-war- 
dens and Side-men in the Prefentment : And if they omit 
or refuſe to Preſent ſuch Offenders as come within the 
Duty of their Enquiry, the Miniſter himſelfmay doit. 


And know-you all,that as the free and zealous diſcharging 
your Conſciences in this Duty, will be a great means where- 
by Publick Diſorders, Sins and Offences may be reformed 
and puniſhed; ſo if you wilfully refuſe to Preſent ſuch 
Crimes and Faults, as either you know, or juſtly preſume 
to have been committed, the Guilt of that Refuſal and its 
Conſequences will lie upon your Souls ; and the Biſhop and 


his Officers will be obliged to proceed againſt you accord- 
iog to Law, 


Toh. Roffen. 


The 


He Miniſters of every Pariſh are defired to 

give in the Names of ſuch of the younger 

Sort, in their ſeveral Pariſhes, as they judge fit to 
receive Confirmation from the Biſhop, and to Pre- 
ſent them to be Confirmed ; eſpecially ſuch as ha- 
ving competently learned the Catechiſme, have 


not yet received the Holy Communion. 


Sat at ES 


